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FRANKFURT ‘INSULIN CITY’

The site at Frankfurt is Sanofi’s center of insulin expertise and the
largest insulin production site in the world. For this reason the site
has coined the name ‘Insulin City’.

Sanofi’s site
at the Industrial
Park in Frankfurt
is a unique location,
where all the necessary
requirements are in place
from the initial steps
in research to the
distribution of finished
pharmaceutical
products

Every aspect of the whole insulin chain is covered here, from
research and development to active agent production and
the manufacturing and distribution of the finished medication.
Products are developed here in ultramodern, biotechnical
production plants.

TODAY 7,750
PEOPLE WORK HERE
IN RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION
AND MANUFACTURING AND
IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECTOR

Oral glucoselowering
medicinal products
are often introduced
as a first-line treatment.
This is followed by the
addition of other oral
glucose-lowering
medicinal products
and/or injectable
treatments

PROVIDING
SOLUTIONS FOR
EVERY STAGE

BASAL INSULINS
COMBINATION
THERAPIES

Distribution center – Frankfurt site

Frankfurt is the largest site and headquarters for
Sanofi in Germany. At the Frankfurt site, Sanofi’s
pharmaceutical products are taken from
initial research to production and distribution.
There are 7,750 workers across research and
development, production and manufacturing,
as well as the administrative sector.

Sanofi is committed to the holistic care of
people with diabetes – from diagnosis to an
array of treatment options. Since 2006, the
company has developed and produced its
own insulin pens – a convenient and safe
means of administering the vital hormone.
Up to a million pens a day can be made on
the cutting-edge production lines.
The Frankfurt site is one of five Sanofi research
and development hubs across Europe, North
America and Asia-Pacific.

1922

2017

7,750

OADs
GLP-1RAs
RAPID-ACTING INSULINS

Sanofi is a world-leading healthcare company.
More than 110,000 employees work in the service
of health in over 100 countries worldwide. They
research, develop and market therapeutic
solutions with the aim of improving people’s lives.

95 YEARS SINCE
THE FIRST INDUSTRIAL
PRODUCTION OF INSULIN

For more than
90 years, Sanofi
has shaped the
future of diabetes.
The company has a
strong track record of
innovation and of
contributing to the
advancement of
patient care

SANOFI HAS INVESTED
MORE THAN €1 BILLION
OVER 10 YEARS IN FRANKFURT

1

AWARD-WINNING
DEVICES TO SUPPORT
PATIENT NEEDS

TODAY THE SITE
SUPPLIES INSULIN TO
OVER 100 COUNTRIES
AROUND THE WORLD

BRINGING INNOVATIVE
SOLUTIONS TO SOME
415 MILLION PEOPLE
WORLDWIDE CURRENTLY
LIVING WITH DIABETES1

over € bn

+
–

INVESTMENT IN FRANKFURT

over

10

yrs

~415m

people
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Reference: 1. International Diabetes Federation. IDF Diabetes Atlas, 7 ed. Brussels, Belgium: International Diabetes Federation, 2015.
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DIABETES BACKGROUNDER

DIABETES STATISTICS

Understanding Diabetes and its Management
Type 1 and type 2 diabetes are chronic diseases with serious long-term health
consequences, which can require complex lifestyle adaptations, including the need
for adherence to treatment.

WORLD FIGURES

WORLD DIABETES POPULATION PER REGION1

• Type 1 diabetes is an auto-immune condition resulting in the absence of insulin production
• 	Type 2 diabetes is a metabolic disorder resulting in reduced ability of the body to respond
to the insulin being produced
Diabetes can be complex to manage on a daily basis, requiring regular blood glucose (HbA1c) measurements, careful
monitoring of food intake, weight, regular physical activity and adherence to a strict medication schedule. Patients
may hold fears relating to disease complications and potential side effects of therapies. Sanofi is committed to helping
patients with diabetes, tailoring therapies to physiological requirements and recognizing a concurrent requirement for
lifestyle and psychological support.
In a healthy person, insulin is released by beta cells to allow the body to use glucose obtained from food to provide
energy, thereby lowering blood glucose levels.2 In the body blood glucose levels are jointly controlled by insulin from
beta cells in the pancreas and glucagon produced in pancreatic alpha cells.2
Type 1 Diabetes
An autoimmune condition
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Type 1 Diabetes: An Autoimmune Condition

Type 2 Diabetes: A Progressive Condition

• Type 1 diabetes is where the body cannot produce
enough insulin. It is an auto-immune disease in which
the body produces immune cells that attack the beta
cells of the pancreas, resulting in an absence of insulin
production2

• In type 2 diabetes, the body becomes resistant to
insulin, which causes levels of glucose in the blood
to rise, which in turn damages tissues, organs and
vessels2

• Management of type 1 diabetes can be challenging,
particularly because people are normally diagnosed
at a young age.2 It is important to bear in mind the
psychological burden of the condition, as young
people can find it difficult to manage diabetes
alongside the normal changes and lifestyle
adaptations they face as a part of growing up
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*Adults worldwide (20–79 years old)
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~193m

people with
diabetes are

undiagnosed

1

INCOME

• People with type 1 diabetes require external
supplementation of insulin via injection in order to
control their blood glucose2

415

153.2
million

2040
million1

PREVALENCE OF DIABETES*
Pancreas
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Type 2 Diabetes
A progressive condition

1

3

North America
& Caribbean

• Managing type 2 diabetes appropriately is critical to
control its progression and to prevent acute and longterm complications that may develop as a result of
poor glucose control2
• If blood glucose remains uncontrolled after lifestyle
interventions, oral glucose-lowering medicinal products
are prescribed as a first-line treatment, followed by
injectable treatments such as basal insulin or GLP-1
receptor agonists1
• A key goal in the management of type 2 diabetes is
achieving a target HbA1c level of less than 7% (nonpregnant adults in general), as this has been proven
to reduce complications.3 The UK Prospective Diabetes
Study (UKPDS) showed that reducing average blood
glucose results in a significant decrease in the risk of
heart attack or diabetes-related death4

12%

of global health
expenditure is
spent on diabetes1

Global health spending to treat
diabetes is estimated to increase from
$673bn to $802bn (2015 to 2040)1

Up to

91%

million

people died in 2015

due to diabetes1

of adults in high-income
countries with diabetes
have type 21

Diabetes gives rise
to a number of
debilitating and
life-threatening
conditions1
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References: 1. National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive Kidney Diseases (2014), Causes of Diabetes. Available at: http://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/health-topics/Diabetes/causes-diabetes/Pages/index.
aspx. Accessed: August 2016. 2. International Diabetes Federation (2015). Diabetes atlas 7th edition. Available at: http://www.diabetesatlas.org. Date accessed: August 2016. 3. Nathan DM (2014) Diabetes Care 2014
Jan; 37(1): 9-16. http://dx.doi.org/10.2337/dc13-2112 Accessed: August 2016. 4. King P, et al (1999), Br J Clin Pharmacol. 1999 Nov; 48(5): 643–648, doi: 10.1046/j.1365-2125.1999.00092.x Accessed: August 2016
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Reference: 1. International Diabetes Federation. IDF Diabetes Atlas, 7 ed. Brussels, Belgium: International Diabetes Federation, 2015. 2. National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive Kidney Diseases (2014),
Causes of Diabetes. Available at: http://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/health-topics/Diabetes/causes-diabetes/Pages/index.aspx. Accessed: March 2017
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DIABETES MEDICINES

IMAGE BANK OF FRANKFURT SITE

Our comprehensive integrated portfolio is designed to directly
target the needs of people living every day with diabetes
Oral glucose-lowering medicinal products are often introduced as a first-line treatment.
This is followed by the addition of other oral glucose-lowering medicinal products and/or
injectable treatments.1–3

Fixed-ratio
combination
therapies

New generation
basal insulin
analog

2016

Please find below a selection of images taken at the Sanofi
‘Insulin City’ production site for downloading and use with media
stories. Please note, photography and filming are not allowed onsite. You will be provided with a USB containing site photography.

Toujeo® production

2015

BAF/FOR (Biologic Analyticals Formulation):
Filling and plugging syringes under laminar flow

Rapid-acting
insulin
analog

2004

Basal insulin
analog

2000

Sanofi headquarters
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References: 1. American Diabetes Association, Standards of Medical Care in Diabetes 2017, Diabetes Care 2017;40 (Suppl. 1), available via http://care.diabetesjournals.org/content/40/Supplement_1 [Accessed
January 2017]. 2. Inzucchi SE., et al. Management of hyperglycemia in type 2 diabetes: A patient-centered approach. Diabetes Care 2012;35(6):1364-79. 3. Inzucchi SE., et al. Management of hyperglycemia in Type
2 diabetes, 2015: A patient-centered approach: Update to a position statement of the American Diabetes Association and the European Association for the Study of Diabetes. Diabetes Care 2015;38:140–49.
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