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COMING CLEAN

ON NEET

As the Supreme Court begins to hear petitions on
NEET-UG, hereisalook atthe ecosystem it has

spawned, and the controversy

ASHISH TIWARI
New Delhi, 8 July

or a year, Tathagat Awatar woke up at

dawn and spent the next six hours

confined to his room looking at his

laptop screen. After a quick lunch, he

would get back to his screen for
another six to seven hours. The day ended with
a brief chat with his parents, dinner, and bed.

This routine did not do much for his social
life, but it got him 720 out of 720 in the
National Eligibility Cum Entrance Test
(Undergraduate), or NEET-UG of 2024.

Awatar attributes his success to an edtech
company in the country’s burgeoning test-prep
market. "I don't think I would have achieved
this without them," he tells Business Standard.

On Monday, the Supreme Court started to
hear petitions about alleged irregularities and
paper leaks in this year’s NEET-UG test, con-
ducted on May 5. This concerns no less than 38
petitions. Rahul Gandhi, Leader of the
Opposition in the new Lok Sabha, has been
raising the issue and expressing concern for
the aspirants.

Conducted by the National Testing Agency,
an autonomous government body, NEET-UG is
now the sole test for admissions to medical col-
leges in the country, marking a shift from a
two-tier selection process to a common exami-
nation. Until NEET came into the picture, aspi-
rants appeared in the All India Pre-Medical
Test and multiple state-level exams.

In 2013, the apex court suspended NEET's
implementation, reacting to petitions filed by
private colleges which feared a loss of institu-
tional autonomy. Later in 2016, it was restored
after a five-judge Constitution Bench recalled
the earlier verdict and allowed the government
to implement the common test. From the end-
less lists of exam applications to running from
one teacher to another for selective tutoring,
medical preparations were an adventure until
this centralised test came along.

There are 704 medical colleges in India,
offering a combined 109,170 seats, according to
the National Medical Commission, a statutory

cation in the country. The tally of Central,
state government, private, and deemed col-
leges stands at 7, 382, 264, and 51, respectively.
An estimated 2.4 million aspirants took the
NEET-UG this year.

Wherever there is so much at stake, an
industry usually grows around it. And so it has
around NEET-UG, catering to the likes of
Awatar, who seek their goal through test-prepa-
ration institutes. Allen Career Institute,
Resonance, Bansal, Aakash, Career Point,
Physics Wallah, and Unacademy are some of
the big fish in the pond. And there are too
many small fish to name.

Big fish, small fish

Take, for example, the Delhi-based Study Point,
housed in a 20x20 feet room atop a noisy mar-
ket in Laxmi Nagar, a bustling locality across
the Yamuna in East Delhi. A five-minute stroll
around the nearest Delhi Metro station will
show you many such rooms housing coaching
classes announced by hoardings and posters.

Ayear’s NEET preparation at such an insti-
tute would cost around 80,000 to 1 lakh. But
there are discounts, packaged as “scholar-
ships”. Says a person from one of these insti-
tutes: “If the aspirant has scored well above 80
per cent in his class 12th, they would get a 25
per cent discount on the fees. And this can be
negotiated further.”

Apparently, there is market research and
internal calculations deciding the quantum
of discounts.

Albert P'Rayan, an industry expert, says
NEET has led to the proliferation of several
coaching institutes. Several schools tie up with
coaching institutes to start an integrated pro-
gramme. "These institutes favour the urban
and rich. Institutes charge fees up to lakhs. And
ultimately the whole debate boils down to
affordability versus meritocracy," he says.

Ritika's (she does not want to divulge her
second name) parents had to take a loan to pay
her coaching fees. But with her current score,
she fears that she might have to opt for a pri-
vate college.

The fear is genuine. A Bachelor of Medicine,
Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) degree from a pri-

vate college in India would cost X70 lakh to ¥75
lakh, according to a data analysis by
Careers360, an information provider on higher
education. The same degree would cost around
%6 lakh in a government college.

The cost factor

A 2023 report on the Indian Coaching Classes
Market by Infinium Global Research LLP, a
consultancy firm based in Pune, says that for
numerous students and families, especially
those with a low income, coaching expenses
are prohibitive. Average preparation cost
ranges from 370,000 to %2 lakh. The smaller,
single-centre institutes are cheaper and dole
out “scholarships”.

“The exam prep market is very competitive,
and in front of these giants we have no choice
but to reduce the fees,” says a person working
with one of the smaller institutes.

According to Infinium, the coaching market
was valued at 58,089 crore in 2021 and is
expected to reach %1,79,527 crore by the end of
this decade.

The firm projects the industry's growth at a
compound annual growth rate of 14.07 per cent
during 2023-30.

NEET's cut-off for medical seats hovering

around 20 per cent, as opposed to a
general pass percentage of 35 per

704 medical colleges
in India offera
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Notso smooth
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam has

cent, raises its own issues. combined 109,170 been vocal against the exam since
This year, 1,316,268 students seats. Central, state its inception. The party's Tamil
qualified for seats in medical government, publication, Murasoli, in an edito-

colleges.

There are only 56,405 seats in
central and government colleges.
Those who do not get into these
colleges, either join a private col-
lege or try again next year.

Not everyone can afford a seat
in a private college, as seen in the
fee structure mentioned earlier.

Maheshwer Peri, founder of Careers360,
says this is what reservation for the rich looks
like. Having more government seats could
solve the problem.

Medical college admissions are based on the
percentile calculated through the marks scored
in the NEET, rather than the state board exams
marks.

S Anitha, daughter of a daily wager from
Tamil Nadu, scored 98 per cent in her class 12th
state board exams, but, due to a low score in
the common medical exam, she could not
secure an MBBS seat. She died by suicide in
2017, at the age of 17.

this year

private, and deemed
college seats are 7,
382, 264, and 51,
respectively. 2.4
million aspirants
took the NEET-UG

rial earlier this year, said 26 aspi-
rants had lost their lives due to
NEET in Tamil Nadu alone.

Allegations of anomalies —
leakage of question papers, allo-
cation of compensatory marks —
in the exam paper surfaced this
year. Many aspirants urged the
government to conduct a retest. In an affidavit
filed before the Supreme Court on Friday, the
education ministry said holding fresh exams
would not be rational. “In the absence of any
proof of any large-scale breach of confidential-
ity in a pan-India examination, it would not be
rational to scrap the entire examination and
the results already declared,” the affidavit said.

To be fair, the intention behind NEET was
clean. The government was of the view that
bringing in a common medical exam would
provide a level playing field, put an end to cap-
itation fees levied by private colleges, and fun-
nel more than 40 exams into one.

Is it about to turn a corner?
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TATA
TATA POWER

(Contracts Department)
jobera Generation Plant, Rahargorah, Jamshedpur-831016, Jharkhand

TICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The Tata Power Company Limited invites expression of interest from eligible vendors for the
package Name

ah
- K]

S.No. Tender Description Ref No

1| 3 years Contract for Operation & Maintenance Support services of | CC24ASJOJO-06
D M Plant , Drinking water plant & Chemical unloading system in
Jojobera plant, Jamshedpur.

2 | COOLING TOWER GEARBOX & MOTOR REPLACEMENT [ CC25AKTKPO-04
ALONG WITH BASE FRAME JOB AS PER THE REQUIRMENT
/SCHEDULED OVERHAULING TIMEAT IEL, KALINGANAGAR.

For details of pre-qualification requirements, bid security, purchasing of tender
document etc., please visit Tender section of our website (URL:
https://www.tatapower.com/tender/tenderlist.aspx). Eligible vendors willing to participate
may submit their expression of interest along with the tender fee for issue of bid document latest
by 27" Jul 2024.

R

LANGANA POWER

TE
) GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED

VIDYUT SOUDHA :: HYDERABAD - 82.

T.No.e-05/CE/HPC & HP/SOLAR/TGGENCO0/2024-25

Design, Engineering, Supply, Installation and Commissioning & testing of 210KWp
Grid connected Roof Top Mono Crystalline Solar PV system with 5 years of
Comprehensive Maintenance Contract (CMC) at Shakthi Building, Erragadda,
Hyderabad. Value of the works %.95,83,913/- Scheduled Open & Closing Date:
12.07.2024 at 17:00 Hrs & 08.08.2024 at 15:00 Hrs.

T.No.e-15/CE/O&M/KTPP/BMD-Il/ TGGENCO0/2024-25

KTPP Procurement of Journal Head Liner Assembly and Seal Wear Ring suitable
for XRP 1043 Bowl mill at Kakatiya Thermal Power Project, Chelpur, Jayashankar
Bhupalpally Dist. Value of the works %.16,49,550/- Scheduled Open & Closing Date:
04.07.2024 at 10:30 Hrs. & 22.07.2024 at 10:30 Hrs.

T.No.e-02/CE(C&C)/SE(C&C)/DE(C)/A3/TGGENCO0/2024-25

RTS-B - Purchase, Collection & Removal of 10,000 MT of Coal Mill Rejects
available at Ramagundam Thermal Station for the FY 2023-24 for a contract period
of twelve (12) Months from the date of issue of orders on "As is where is basis".
Inspection Starts & Closing Date: 10.07.2024 at 10:30 Hrs. & 20.07.2024 at 17:00
Hrs. Date of Auction: 21.08.2024 from 12:00 Hrs to 15:00 Hrs.
T.No.e-02/CE/Civil/Hydel&GS/TGGENCO0/2024-25

Running and Maintenance of Canteen for the period from 01.08.2024 to 31.03.2025
at Shakthi Building, Erragadda, Hyderabad. Value of the works ¥.45,99,560/- Scheduled
Open & Closing Date: 05.07.2024 at 17:00 Hrs & 12.07.2024 at 15:00 Hrs.

For further Details: "www.tggenco.co.in, https:/itender.telangana.gov.in, https://auction.telangana.gov.in.

DIPR RO. No. : 163-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2024-25 ,Date: 08-07-2024.

(TESdiee Ev-3 T saee B A R
SJVN Arun-3 Power Development Company Pvt. Ltd.
(adtdiet 3t got @i Al st Foh)

(A wholly owned subsidiary of SUVN) Regd. No. 111808/69/070

6

TETRERR
SAPDC

PRESS NOTICE
SJVN Arun-3 Power Development Company (P) Ltd. (SAPDC) invites
bids from eligible bidders for this project on Global Competitive Bidding
basis (limited to Indian & Nepalese Bidders only) under e-procurement
for the following package:

900 MW ARUN-3 HYDRO POWER PROJECT

Contract Description Publishing Last date for
No. of Work date on  |Submission/Opening
websites | of bid Proposals
Conductor Package (CDO04) for Submission:
Supply of ACSR MOOSE 06.09.2024
_0a/| Conductor for part of Diding- .
02%20‘;11 Dhalkebar-Bathnaha Transmission | 05.07.2024 Uptg 150.0 I-frs.
Line corresponding to Tower pening:
Package- TW02; associated with 09.09.2024
at 1600 Hrs.

Arun-3HEP in Nepal.

The bidders may submit their bid (Hard Copy part i.e Technical bid under
envelope-l) either by post/courier or physically in the O/o Chief Engineer
(P&C), SAPDC, Arun-3 HEP, Satluj Bhawan, Arun Sadan, Tumlingtar,
Distt. Sankhuwasabha, Nepal or O/o Company Secretary, SAPDC, Arun-
3 HEP, 3rd Floor, Citizen Investment Trust (CIT) Building, Near to
Investment Board of Nepal (IBN), New Bhaneshwor, Kathmandu, Nepal.
The Tender Documents can be downloaded from websites:
http://sjvn.nic.in/tender.htm, https://sapdc.com.np &
www.eprocure.gov.in.

Further, Amendment(s) / Notification(s) etc. shall be issued on
above websites only.

\Tel.: +977-29-575154, +977-9852099996, e-mail: pnc.sapdc@sjvn.nic.in /

THE AHMEDNAGAR DISTRICT CENTRAL

CO-OPERATIVE BANK LIMITED, AHMEDNAGAR

Head Office :- Station Road, Ahmednagar - 414 001.Maharshtra State
Phone No.0241-2450652 to 54, 2451655
Email id :adccbank@ahmednagardccbank.com
Website :WWW.adccbanknagar.org

4th Re tender notice was published in daily Business Standard (All
editions) dated 27/06/2024 by The Ahmednagar District Central Co-
Operative Bank Ltd., Ahmednagar for inviting sealed tenders for leasing
the properties of Dr B. B.Tanpure Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana Limited,
Shrishivajinagar, Tal- Rahuri, Dist. Ahmednagar. "Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
(SARFAESI) Act 2002" Bank has appointed Shri .N K Patil, General
Manager of Bank as Authorized Officer of Dr.B.B.Tanpure Sahakari
Sakhar Karkhana Limited,Shrishivajinagar, Tal- Rahuri, Dist.
Ahmednagar.

The extention for all Re Tender process program is as follows -

SN | Particulars
1) | Tender Form Sale
2) | Property Inspection Program
3) | Last date for submission of tenders | 15/07/2024
4) | Date of Tender Opening Will be informed
All other contents of the above mentioned advertisement will be the same

Date
27/06/2024 to 12/07/2024
06/07/2024 to 13/07/2024

EXTENTION OF 4th RE TENDER NOTICE FOR
LEASE MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

CIN: L24302RJ1976PLC001684

7 Regd. Office: Industrial Area, Dahod Road, P.B. No. 21,

: Banswara (Raj.)Ph. No.: 02962- 240692, 257694, 257680,

Website: www.banswarasyntex.com, Email: secretarial@banswarasyntex.com

TICE TO SHAREHOLDERS
Transfer of unclaimed final dividend and equity shares FY 2016-17

Notice be and is hereby given that pursuant to the provisions of Section 124(6)
of the Companies Act, 2013 (‘the Act") read with Investor Education and
Protection Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules,
2016 (Rules) and amendments made thereto, the final dividend declared for
the financial year 2016-17 which remained unclaimed for seven years will
become due for transfer to the IEPF on October 20, 2024 and corresponding
shares on which dividends were unclaimed for seven consecutive years will
also be transferred to the IEPF. The details of such unclaimed dividends and
shares are uploaded on the website of the Company at
https://www.banswarasyntex.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/

(N.K. Patil)
Date - 09/07/2024 Authorised Officer
Ahmednagar For The Ahmednagar District Central Co-Operative Bank Ltd., Ahmednagar
o BANSWARA SYNTEX LIMITED
=X BANSWARA

Equity_shares_TFR_IEPF_Suspense_ACC_2024.pdf

The Company has also communicated individually to the concerned
shareholders whose shares are liable to be transferred to IEPF Authority, for
taking appropriate action(s).

In case shares held in physical form: Shareholders who possess physical
share certificates are informed that the Company will issue duplicate share
certificate(s) in lieu of the original. The duplicate shares certificate(s) will be
converted into DEMAT form and transferred to IEPF. The original share
certificate(s) will stand automatically cancelled.

In case shares held in demat form: The concerned shareholders holding
shares in dematerialized form may note that the Company shall inform the
depository by way of corporate action for transfer of shares in favour of the
DEMAT account of the IEPF.

The concerned shareholders are requested to claim their unclaimed/ unpaid
dividends amounts on or before October 20, 2024. In the event, a valid claimis
not received from the concerned shareholders on or before October 20, 2024,
the Company would proceed to transfer the equity shares and unclaimed
dividends in favor of IEPF without any further notice. Kindly note that thereafter
the shareholders may claim the dividend and corresponding shares from the
IEPF authority by making application and following the prescribed procedure
forthe same.

Shareholders holding shares in Demat form may contact the respective
Depository Participants to update Address/Bank DetailssNACH/ECS
mandate, if any and Shareholders holding shares in Physical form may update
their bank details, KYC details, signature, mobile number and email id by
submitting hard copy of duly signed Form ISR-1/ISR-2 along with relevant
documents mentioned therein to the RTA. The said form is available at
https://www.banswarasyntex.com/investors/ . Further, Shareholders are
advised to dematerialize their shares held in physical form.

For claiming unclaimed/unpaid dividend the shareholders may send request
tothe RTAofthe Companyi.e.

Computech Sharecap Limited,

145-147 Mahatma Gandhi Road,

Fort, Mumbai 400 001,

Tel: +91-22-22635000, Email ID: helpdesk@computechsharecap.in
Website:- http://www.computechsharecap.com

For Banswara Syntex Ltd
Sd/-

H. P. Kharwal

Company Secretary
Membership No. F-12923

Date : July 8, 2024
Place : Banswara

sanofi

SANOFI INDIA LIMITED
Sanofi House, CTS No.117-B, L&T Business Park,
Saki Vihar Road, Powai, Mumbai - 400072.
Tel.: +91(22) 2803 2000 - Fax: +91(22) 2803 2939
Corporate Identity Number: L24239MH1956PLC009794
Website: www.sanofiindialtd.com; Email: igre.sil@sanofi.com

NOTICE OF POSTAL BALLOT

Members are hereby informed that in compliance with the General
Circular Nos. 14/2020 dated 8th April, 2020, 17/2020 dated 13th April,
2020, 11/2022 dated 28th December, 2022 and the latest one being
General Circular No. 09/2023 dated 25th September, 2023, issued by
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA Circulars) and any other
applicable law, rules and regulations (including any statutory
modification(s) or re-enactment(s) thereof, for the time being in force
and as amended from time to time), the Company has completed
dispatch of Postal Ballot Notice on 8th July 2024 for seeking approval of
Members for appointment of Mr. Eric Mansion as a Non-Executive
Director of the Company w.e.f. 3rd June 2024, only through electronic
mode to those Members whose e-mail addresses are registered with
the Company / Depositories and whose names are recorded in the
Register of Members of the Company or in the Register of Beneficial
Owners maintained by the Depositories as on Friday, 28th June 2024
(Cut-off date).

The Company has engaged the services of National Securities
Depository Limited (NSDL) to provide remote e-voting facility to its
Members. The remote e-voting period commences from 9:00 a.m.
(IST) on 10th July 2024 and ends at 5:00 p.m. (IST) on 8th August
2024. The e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL thereafter. The
voting rights of the Members shall be in proportion to their shares held
by them in the paid-up equity share capital of the Company as on Cut-
off date. Communication of assent or dissent of the Members would
take place only through the remote e-voting system.

Members are further requested to note that once the vote on a
resolution is cast by the member, he/she shall not be allowed to change
it subsequently or cast the vote again. The detailed procedure for e-
voting is enumerated in the Notes to the Postal Ballot Notice.

Notice shall be available on the Company's website i.e.
www.sanofiindialtd.com, website of Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE Limited
at www.bseindia.com and NSE India Limited at www.nseindia.com and
onthe website of NSDL at www.evoting.nsdl.com.

The Board of Directors of the Company have appointed Mr. S. N.
Viswanathan (ACS: 61955), Partner or failing him Ms. Malati Kumar
(ACS: 15508), Partner at M/s. S. N. Ananthasubramanian & Co.
Practicing Company Secretaries, as Scrutinizer for conducting the
Postal Ballot through remote e-voting process in a fair and transparent
manner.

In case of queries, members can write an email to evoting@nsdl.co.in
or contact at toll free no.: 1800 1020 990 and 1800 224 430 or contact
Ms. Radhika Shah, Company Secretary of the Company at Sanofi
house, CTS no.117-B, L&T Business Park, Saki Vihar Road, Powai,
Mumbai — 400072, or send an email to igrc.sil@sanofi.com, who will
also address grievances connected with the process of voting by
electronics means.

By Order of the Board of Directors

Radhika Shah
Head of Legal and Company Secretary
Membership No: A19308

Date: 09" July 2024
Place: Mumbai

Tender ID: 2024_GWD_679171_1 * Director * Supply of
Chemicals * Closing Date: 18-Jul-2024 * PAC: Rs1120000

W Government of Kerala

Published Tenders from 04-07-2024 to  07-07-2024

Ground Water Department

Visit  https://etenders.kerala.gov.in for more details.

Ro.No:04-07/Jul/2024/PRD/(N)7

=MEDIA

ZEE MEDIA CORPORATION LIMITED
Registered Office: 135, Continental Building, 2nd Floor,

Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai, - 400018, Maharashtra
Corporate Office: FC-9, Sector 16A, Noida — 201301, U.P.
E-mail: complianceofficer@zeemedia.com, CIN:
L92100MH1999PLC121506
Website: www.zeemedia.in, Tel: 0120-2511064-73
INFORMATION REGARDING POSTAL BALLOT/

REMOTE E-VOTING
Pursuant to Section(s) 108 and 110 and all other applicable provisions,
if any, of the Companies Act, 2013 and Rules made thereunder, read
with applicable guidelines/circulars issued by Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (‘MCA Circulars’) and Securities and Exchange Board of India
(‘SEBI’), the Members of the Company, may kindly note that Zee
Media Corporation Limited (the ‘Company’) is proposing to seek
consent of the Members by way of Postal Ballot process / Voting by
Electronics means (‘Remote E-Voting’), to transact the business set
out in the Postal Ballot Notice (‘Notice’), which will be sent to the

members in due course.
In accordance with the MCA Circulars and other applicable regulatory
provisions, electronic copy/version of the Notice along with procedure
& instructions for Remote E-Voting will be sent to only those members
whose email IDs are registered with the Company/ Depository
Participants /Registrar and Share Transfer Agent. To enable
participation in the Remote E-Voting process by those members to
whom the Notice could not be dispatched, the company has made
proper arrangements with their Registrar and Transfer Agent of the
Company for registration of e-mail addresses, in terms of relevant
MCA Circulars. The process for registration of e-mail addresses is as
under:-
(i) For Temporary Registration:
Pursuant to relevant circulars the shareholders including physical
shareholders who have not registered their e-mail address and in
consequence the notice could not be serviced, May temporarily
get their e-mail registered with the company’s Registrar and
Transfer Agents viz. Link Intime India Private Limited by writing to
rnt.helpdesk @linkintime.co.in and follow the registration process
as guided thereafter. Post successful registration of the e-mail,
the shareholder would get the soft copy of the Postal Ballot notice
and procedure for e-voting along with User ID and password to
enable e-voting for the Postal Ballot from NSDL. In case of
queries relating to the registration of e-mail addresses,
shareholders, may write to rnt.helpdesk @linkintime.co.in and for
e-voting related queries you may write to NSDL at
evoting@nsdl.com.
(ii) For Permanent Registration for Demat Shareholders:
For permanent registration of e-mail addresses, the Members are
requested to register their e-mail address, in respect of Demat
holdings with the respective Depository Participants by following
the procedures prescribed by the Depository Participant.
The Company will provide facility to its Members to exercise their
right to vote by electronic means only. The manner, instructions &
other information relating to Remote E-Voting process (including the
manner in which Members holding shares in physical form or who
have not registered their e-mail address can cast their vote through
Remote E-Voting), will form part of the Postal Ballot Notice. The said
Notice will also be available at the ‘Investor Section’ on the website of
the Company viz. https://www.zeemedia.in and also on the Website
of the Stock Exchange(s) i.e. BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange
of India Limited at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com,
respectively. The said Notice will also be available on the website of
NSDL at www.evoting.nsdl.com.
For Zee Media Corporation Limited
Sd/-
Ranjit Srivastava
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer
Membership No: A18577

Place: Noida
Date : July 08, 2024
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